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at a later day, when one Howard was destroying the
Spanish Armada, the head of the house was a pious
prisoner in the Tower praying fervently for the suc-
cess of the Spanish arms. A simple manlike Frpbisher
was aware of the way the wind was blowing. His asso-
ciation with Gilbert had given him some new ideas con-
cerning the expedition he had meditated to the north-
west, and he probably had no scruples whatever in
spoiling a Spaniard, a Papist, or an Irishman.
There lived in London at this time, in years 1571-72,
the Irish Earl of Desmond. During some earlier dis-
turbances he had been brought over to be arraigned for
treason, but the insoluble nature of the Irish problem
was his salvation. The English had endeavoured, in
their innocence, to substitute a number of clearly defined
presidencies in Ireland for the inextricably inter-
woven authority of the clans. It was a failure, Des-
mond, it was seen, would be more valuable alive in Ire-
land than dead in England. Yet the queen held him
for the time, giving him a fair allowance for the sup-
port of himself and his wife, permitting him the run of
London on parole. Unfortunately, house rent, like
everything else except the queen's income, had gone up,
and Desmond is known to have complained to the Earl
of Leicester that he was often short of money*
Desmond's religion seems to have been easily ad-
justed to his circumstances, for we find him promising
the Queen that if she would let him go home he would
not only "restore quiet to Minister," but he would "assist
in setting forward the Book of Common Prayer."
But suddenly he was in a quandary. His,wife was
going to have a baby. If the child were born in Eng-
land, a most distasteful prospect for an Irishman, it
might be held as a hostage. At all costs the earl de-
sired J:o keep this domestic news quiet and get his wife
permission to travel home at once. He then proposed